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identified for me by Mr. Sharpe are :—Petreca multicolor 
(Gm.); Eudynamys taitensis (Sparrm.); Ninox maculata (Vig.); 
Aplonis fuscus, Gould; Ægialitis bicincta, Jerd.; Porphyrio 
melanotus, Temm. ; Rhipidura pelzelni, Gm. ; Zosterops 
tenuirostris, Gould; Gerygone modesta, Pelz. ; Symmorphas 
leucopygius, Gould; and Pachycephala xanthoprocta, Gould, 
I hope in time to have sufficient materials for a paper on 
the land-birds of Norfolk Island. 


XNIV.—On the Cormorants of Japan and China. 
By Henry Sresoum. 


Tar numerous collections of Japanese birds recently sent 
to this country have enabled me to amass a series large 
enough to clear up some of the difficulties which have hitherto 
presented themselves in an attempt to unravel the tangle 
into which the Cormorants of China and Japan have fallen. 

Temminck and Schlegel, in the ‘ Fauna Japonica,’ enu- 
merate three :— 

1. Carbo cormoranus. 
2. ,, filamentosus vel capillatus. 
3. ,, dteristatus. 

The second in this list bears the former name in the text, 
and the latter on the plates; but Schlegel, in his € Muséum 
d'Histoire Naturelle des Pays-Bas, gave up the species 
(incorrectly, as I hope to show presently), and treated both 
names as synonyms of the Common Cormorant. 

Swinhoe accepted Schlegel’s union of No. 1 and No. 2 
under the name of Phalacrocorax carbo, and in 1871 called 
No. 3 Graculus bicristatus, after having in 1867 deserihed it 
as new under the name of Phalacrocorax æeolus; but in 1874 
he identified this supposed new species as P. pelagicus. 

The conelusions at which I have arrived are that there are 
three Cormorants found in China and Japan. 


PHALACROCORAX CARBO, 
The Common Cormorant appears to breed m Japan and 
North China and to winter in South Chima. Ft may at once 
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be reeognized by its white gorget, and by the colour of the 
seapulars and wing-coverts, which are bronzy brown margined 
with black. 


PHALACROCORAX CAPILLATUS. 

Of Temminck’s Cormorant I have skins of five adults, 
besides those of several immature birds. The dated adults 
are—Amoy, Feb. ; Amoy, April ; Hakodadi, Feb. : so that we 
may assume it to be a resident in both China and Japan. 
It is an exeellent species. Like the Common Cormorant it 
has fourteen tail-feathers, but it is a slightly larger bird; the 
gorget is profusely streaked with greenish black, and the 
seapulars and wing-coverts are bronzy green narrowly mar- 
gined with black as in the Shag. 


PHALACROCORAX PELAGICUS. 

The Violet-green Cormorant is really a Shag, having 
only twelve tail-feathers. I have summer examples from 
Kamtschatka, Japan, and North China (Cheefoo), and winter 
examples from South China (Amoy). None of the feathers 
of the back, which are metallic green, or the scapulars, which 
are metallic violet, have any black margin, and in all the 
skins the frontal feathers extend to the base of the bill. 

P. bicristatus (Pall.), which appears to be identical with 
P. urile (Gmel.), has the forehead bare of feathers. There is 
no evidence that it has ever oecurred in China or Japan, 
though it has been reeorded from Kamtschatka. 


XXV.—On some little-known Species of Tanagers. 
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(Plate VI.) 


Havine been favoured by friends in other countries with the 
loan of the typical speeimens of some little-known species 
of Tanagers, in aid of a fresh revision of the group upon 
which I am now engaged, I wish to record a few observations 
on these interesting specimens before I return them to their 
respective owners. 


